INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE XXI INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE
The 21st International Congress of the History of Medicine was held in Siena from 22 to 28 September 1968, with the President of the Italian Republic as its patron. Professor Adalberto Pazzini, the President of the International Society of the History of Medicine, served as President of the Congress, with Professor Luigi Stroppiana as Secretary-General, and a distinguished Committee representing most of the medical faculties of the Italian universities, as well as the civic authorities of Siena.
The medieval city of Siena provided a perfect setting for such a meeting and the pageantry of the grand opening in the thirteenth-century City Hall emphasized its historic character. The city authorities had clearly co-operated to the full in the organization of the Congress, which was notable for the warmth of the hospitality provided and the interest of the excursions to historic sites. Nearly 500 members from 38 countries attended the Congress, including 19 88
News, Notes and Queries members from the United Kingdom. The scientific sessions continued in the University throughout the week on the following themes:
Medieval contributions of Tuscan medicine Medicine and Art in the Middle Ages Medical relations of Italy with other nations The evolution of medicine with particular regard to nosology, pathogenetic mechanism and the concept of specificity during the past hundred years The evolution of the dental art. As there were over 400 papers to be read, the meetings were arranged in parallel lecture rooms, with five sessions running at the same time.
The General Assembly of the International Society was convened on the evening of 25 September and at a long meeting the national delegates of every country represented paid tribute to the excellence of the organization, to the friendly atmosphere of Siena and to the wide range of interest of the papers. A resolution was passed unanimously by the Assembly that a course in the history of medicine should form part of the medical undergraduate training everywhere (as was still not the case in some countries) and national delegates were charged with the responsibility of bringing this resolution before the competent authorities in their individual countries. 
